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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To control defects such as 
density nonuniformity and voids in a thermal transfer 
image acceptor in which an intermediate layer 
comprising at least a resin and foamed hollow particles 
and an image receiving layer are formed in turn from 
the base material side by restricting the diameters of 
the hollow particles at a specified value or below. 

SOLUTION: In a thermal transfer image acceptor in which 
an intermediate layer comprising at least a resin ' and 
foamed particles and an image receiving, layer are 
formed in turn from thej base material side, the 
diameter of the foamed particles is improved to prevent 



the formation of a monomer and projection forming 
nuclei which cause the generation of density 
nonuniformity and voids. The inclusion of the hollow 
particles whose diameters are 35 u.m or above, 
preferably 30 urn or above is prevented. The surface' 
roughness of the image receiving layer is controlled to 
be below 4.0 u,m, and the hollow particles of at least 
50% hollowness percentage are usee!.' Preferably, the 
thickness of the intermediate layer is 10-100 u.m, and the 
thickness of the image receiving layer is 10 um or below. 
The glossiness of the surface of the image receiving 
layer is controlled to be Gs (60°) 3 40. In image recording, 
the relative velocity of a recording medium to the 
image acceptor is controlled to be 1/n (n>1). 
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